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URGENT:
CITY COUNCIL TO VOTE ON WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS
3PM
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 22
2"° FLOOR CITY HALL

On Tuesday, City Council will vote on the human right of women workers and their families in El Paso to have an
economic future with dignity and justice.

For many years La Mujer Obrera has been dedicated to defending and promoting these rights.

For the past 10 years we have worked to create jobs, businesses and income for/with women and their families,
to demonstrate the potential of the women who had been judged to be “unfortunate but necessary casualties”
of the economic policies of this country and city.

For the past four months we have operated a Mercado that not only employs more than 100 women but also
serves as a future for their families, and a means to transform the Chamizal barrio, all rooted in the dignity of
their own heritage, history, lives and contributions.

For the past two weeks, the women, with the support of the community, have been operating the Mercado full-
time, as volunteers, as a demonstration of their commitment and determination to create a pathway for
themselves out of poverty, and as a protest against government inaction and injustice.

BUT TODAY, city staff released their recommendations, disparaging the women’s efforts and calling for the
organization to OPERATE FULLY FOR 3 MONTHS, before receiving any reimbursement for expenses generated
through the city funded project.

The decision is now in the hands of City Council. Will they vote in support of the women and their
determination to create a future for themselves and their families? Or will they side with City staff, and
perpetuate the discrimination and marginalization that the women have been subjected to for decades?

Acknowledging the commitment of the women, on September 9, the Empowerment Zone committee voted
unanimously to fund Mercado Mayapan, without any other conditions. Since then, the City staff has imposed
the onerous conditions on the approved funding without informing the committee, the women or the general
public.

Tuesday’s City Council meeting and vote are a referendum on the status of women workers in El Paso, who are
already in crisis. Earlier this summer, we saw Planned Parenthood, a vital service for low-income women, close
without a word of protest. Now, one of the few organizations in El Paso creating jobs and businesses with low-
income women is threatened with elimination.

It is imperative that everyone who supports women workers’ human rights to a future with dignity and justice
attend City Council Tuesday. Those who can’t attend should contact their City representative and the Mayor
and express their concern. Urgent action is needed. The future of women workers’ rights in El Paso is at
stake.



